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The Imperative of Unity 


By RALPH WALDO LLOYD 


In John 10:16, our Lord says, ‘’| must bring them also. . . . So 
there shall be one flock, one shepherd.” § This is the imperative 
of unity. He did not say “one fold” but “one flock,” ‘one shep- 
herd.” If we are correct in drawing from this an imperative for 
ourselves, it may impel us to strive for the unity (not the uni- 
formity) of Christians and churches. § Everywhere, there are 
Christians in the churches deeply concerned over our church 
divisions. For three centuries after the Reformation, much of 
the movement was for divisions. For 300 years churches and 
Christians were moving away from one another. Now for a 
century, and especially during the past half-century, there has 
been a great moving together by churches. § This is done in two 
major ways: by church union and by church cooperation: Our 
own church is striving under a sense of imperative to join hands 
and heart with two other churches. § There have been no fewer 
than 100 unions in the past 100 years. It is because so many 
Christians have been under this imperative: “| must bring them 
also. . . . So there shall be one flock, one shepherd.” § But too 
few still are concerned. It is almost a century since the Presby- 
terian Church in this country divided. The issues of the Civil 
War which caused it have long ago passed. Yet both South and 
North, many are satisfied to go along the old separate roads. In 
our church as well as in others we ought to be moved to exclaim 
“I must.” Nothing less will bring this union.—From a Sermon 
at the Presbyterian, USA, Assembly. 




















Letters to the Editors 





What Would Not Be Continued in Union? 





Alabama Elder Asks 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I am 65 years of age; was commissioner 
at the last meeting of the General Assem- 
bly; I am an elder in the Presbyterian 
church here in Bay Minette, Ala. 

Before going to the General Assembly, 
I received and read gobs of material sent 
to me with reference to the union of the 
churches and I did my best to keep an 
open mind until the debate in the Assem- 
bly. I voted for the union and am proud 
of it. 

Now I see that a meeting has been 
called for in August 18, 1954 to consider 
the “Preservation and Continuation of the 
Evangelical Witness and Work of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church.” 

I would like to ask a few question that 
come to me as reasonable: 

Has our Southern Presbyterian church 
anything that will NOT be preserved in 
case of union? Uave we anything that 
will NOT be continued? Would the work 
of the Southern Presbyterian church, ex- 
cept in name, be actually stopped by 
union? Is it possible that a group of men 
intend to take upon themselves the saving 
of our church when it does not need sav- 
ing? 

Have they heard about the little yeast 
that leavened the whole loaf? Do they 
think that our Southern Presbyterian 
church could serve as leaven? 

May I suggest that if our northern 
brethren are so horrible and so completely 
awful and irreligious, and so much like 
the big bad wolf in the storv of Little 
Red Riding Hood, that it is high time we 
recall our missionaries who are “swal- 
lowed up” in the jungles and remote 
places, and send them into our Northern 
church to convert and save them. That 
would put a stop to the possibility of our 
being ruined by union with them. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying... 
Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 
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The South believed in slavery. It was 
wrong. Many in the South believe that 
God did not create the Negro and that he 
is the only foreigner who is a misfit in 
our country. The Bible says this is 
wrong. The South broke away from the 
original church long before I was born. 
That was wrong. 

I am retired and spend much of my 
time traveling and I find that one of the 
great hindrances to the work of the mis- 
sionaries is that the Protestant churches 
have so many branches and isms that 
their work is confusing to those they try 
to reach. The Catholics are united and 
they do not permit a host of little outfits 
to fight among themselves and for the 
loyalty of those they reach. Why should 
Protestants allow this? 

In my humble judgment, the union 
means far greater and more powerful sup- 
port and influence than a lot of little 
churches yield. 

I read in the Bible where a guy got up 
and thanked the Lord he was not like 


LATE NEWS: McGukin Is Named 


Emmett B. McGukin, pastor of the 
First church, Lynchburg, Va., has been 
named executive secretary of the Board 
of Church Extension. Dr. McGukin, 
now on vacation, has not indicated his 
acceptance as yet. 





the sinner over there. What is there so 
much better about us Southerners that we 
follow the publican? 

Let us gird ourselves and save the 
Northern church from going to the devil 
and let’s convert and make Christians 
out of these horrible people who want to 
eat us up— I suppose feathers and all. 

You are doubtless busy and don’t care 
what I’m writing; maybe you will have 
the office boy read this, but let’s do some- 
thing about the bad folks just to our north 
and not let them go to the dogs. Let’s 
join ‘em and save ’em. 

I shall continue to work and pray for 
a united church, which, under God, I 
fully believe will be of far greater in- 
fluence for good and Christianity than a 
split church fighting within itself. 

Ort H. ERTZINGEB 
Bay Minette, Ala. 


The Inquiring Reporter asks about . 


World Presbyterianism 


What specific, practical step could be taken by the world Presby- 
terian representatives, meeting July 27-Aug. 5 at Princeton Seminary, 
that would enable the constituent churches of the World Alliance to 
direct their efforts not only in gratitude for past achievements but in 


joint undertakings today? 


H. Ray ANpeERSON, Fourth (USA) 
church, Chicago, Ill.—Strengthen the 
World Alliance with an adequate budget 
for its world work; restore the Calvin 
chapel in Geneva as a symbol and center 
for World Presbyterianism. 

Ernest T. THompson, Union Sem- 
inary (U.S.), Va.—(1) Admit women to 
full membership in the Alliance; (2) 
develop a Presbyterian news service that 
will furnish brief, pointed items of in- 
terest to wnose who will use them. 

Louis H. Benes, Reformed Church, 
Grand Rapids, Mich.—Consider how to 
make our Confessional statements more 
appreciated and effective in the life of 
our churches and people in this day of 
doctrinal confusion. 

JoHN Newton Tuomas, Union Sem- 
inary (U.S.), Va.—Promote understand- 
ing and acquaintance among the consti- 
tuent churches by such means as (1) 
mass meetings dealing with the principal] 
concerns of the Alliance; (2) enlargement 
of the Geneva staff and increased cir- 
culation of The Presbyterian World; (3) 
establishment of a bureau of informa- 
tion; and (4) facilitation of the exchange 
of ministers and other religious workers. 

Mrs. A. Watton Litz, Little Rock, 
Ark., Presoyterian, U.S., corresponding 


(Editorial, page 8) 


member—Various sections of the Alliance 
might be asked to undertake pilot proj- 
ects, or studies to stimulate action, in 
areas where the church is not making 
its most adequate witness. The results 
to be reported to member churches. 

MarcCEL PRADERVAND, Executive Sec- 
retary, The Alliance, Geneva, Switzer- 
land—Make Reformed interchurch aid 
a reality; all Reformed and Presbyterian 
churches should consult the Alliance in 
preparing their relief programs. 

EuGENE Carson BLAKE, Assembly's 
Stated Clerk, Presbyterian, USA—The 
most important step for the American 
Presbyterian Churches would be to re- 
solve to coordinate their world mission- 
ary programs with the insights of the 
Alliance meeting. 

Roy E. Grace, United Presbyterian, 
Upper Darby, Pa.—Consider making of 
the Alliance into a “federal union” of 
the constituent churches throughout the 
world, with the purpose of cooperation 
in missions, education, relief, etc. 

James I. McCorp, Austin (Texas) 
Seminary (U.S.)—An enlarged Geneva 
staff to undertake a wider program of aid, 
mutual understanding, cooperation and 
reunion among the constituent commu- 
nions. 
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first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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From the Assembly’s Committee on Cooperation and Union 


To the Church-at-Large 


July 13, 1954 
DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS: 

The General Assembly's Permanent 
Committee on Cooperation and Union 
met in Atlanta on July 2. This commit- 
tee is composed, as you know, of elected 
representatives of our sixteen synods, one 
World Council representative, two women 
members, the Moderator of the General 
Assembly and past Moderators of the 
two previous years. For many years this 
committee has engaged in discussions 
with similar committees appointed by the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, and United 
Presbyterian Church. The Plan of Union 
(fifth revision) prepared by the Joint Ne- 
yotiating Committee was that presented 
to our recent General Assembly and ap- 
proved by it. 

At our recent meeting it was decided 
to send a letter to the Church-at-large, 
expressing our opinion regarding the Plan 
of Union now adopted by the Assembly 
and sent to the presbyteries for their 
‘advice and consent” and also our atti- 
tude upon relations with our sister Pres- 
byterian churches. 

Eighteen of the 22 members of the 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union were present on July 2. By 
a vote of 16-2 the following statement 
was adopted: 


(1) We are gratified that the Plan 
of Union which our committee recom- 
mended was approved by a vote of 282- 
169 in the 1954 General Assembly. 

(2) We urge all presbyteries to follow 
the recommendations of the 1954 Assem- 
bly: to refer the Plan of Union to a stand- 
ing or special committee for study and 
report, and to vote on the Plan of Union 
after Jan. 1, 1955. 

(3) We are persuaded that when mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S. familiarize themselves with the Plan 
itself and consider all pertinent facts and 
arguments, the presbyteries of our church 
will give the required constitutional ma- 
jority (three-fourths of the presbyteries) 
in favor of union. 

(4) We deplore the mis-statements and 
misrepresentations that have been made 
bv various groups regarding our sister 
Presbyterian churches and their minis- 
ters. We call attention of the whole 
church to the action of the 1953 General 
Assembly, “That the church papers and 


individuals shall be urged always to keep 
their statements in accordance with the 
facts involved and in the light of Chris- 
tian love and mutual forbearance.” 

(5) We are convinced that the Presby- 
terian, USA, and United Presbyterian 
Churches are composed of brethren in 
Christ who are eminently worthy of our 
Christian fellowship in worship and work 
and that in the proposed union the three 
church communions can more effectively 
serve God in the proclamation of the 
whole gospel to the whole nation and to 
the whole world. 

Since the 1953 General Assembly en- 
couraged our committee “to conduct an 
educational program on the Plan of 
Union,” we are arranging for certain fac- 
tual and interpretive literature to be sent 
to all ministers and sessions. This will 
include an ‘Analysis and Interpretation 
of the Proposed Plan of Union” and a 
factual brochure prepared by a commit- 
tee representing the three church bodies 
considering union. 

Faithfully yours, 
FrANK H. CaLtpwEtt, Chairman 
W. E. Purrer, Secretary 


Moderator’s Letter 


In a letter to all ministers, the Assem- 
bly’s Moderator, Wade H. Boggs, Sr., 
emphasizes the importance of following 
the request of the Assembly in dealing 
with the vote of Presbyterian reunion. 

He calls “special attention” to the As- 
sembly request that a committee be named 
to study the plan since “many changes 
have been made in the plan since the pre- 
vious printings. The plan of union re- 
quires understanding in order to vote on 
it wisely.” 

The vote in the presbytery, he points 
out, should be taken after January 1, 
in order to give full time for an under- 
standing of what is involved. 

In asking assistance from the minis- 
ters, Dr. Boggs says the church is facing 
‘a crucial year” and he declares that 
“these decisions may be the most far- 
reaching in the history of our church.” 


Central Mississippi Votes 

Despite Assembly, Moderator’s and 
Committee requests to vote on the ques- 
tion of Presbyterian reunion after Jan- 
uary 1, Central Mississippi voted at its 
mid-summer meeting 64-9 in opposition. 
In this it appeared to follow the proposed 
strategy of anti-union promoters (see be- 
low). 


Anti-Union Forces Campaign 


Opponents of Presbyterian reunion are 
being urged to do everything possible to 
defeat the Plan approved by the 1954 
General Assembly. 

In a communication sent out from 
Reidsville, N. C., to the “party workers,” 
something of the strategy to be followed 
is revealed. They are told to: 

1. Concentrate on the elders; 

2. Organize presbytery committees; 
3. Sub-divide into districts for every- 
elder solicitation ; 

4. Get in touch with every minister 
who is not openly on the side of union; 

5. Try to get anti-union majorities 
from the churches into the fall and win- 
ter meeting of presbyteries; try to get a 
No vote on union at the fall meeting, but 
if this move might alienate some who 
could be won later, hold off; get at least 
50% anti-union men named to the study 
committee; amend the motion to do this; 

6. If opposition to union is voted, then 
have a resolution ready, asking dissolu- 
tion of the Assembly’s committee on Co- 
operation and Union; 

7. Send the Southern Presbyterian 


Journal to every elder and write a letter 
to the elder telling why you are doing it; 
also send all possible funds to the Jour- 
nal; ; 

8. Protest any pro-union activities in 
the church courts (as the Missouri letter 
recently sent to the synods, OUTLOOK, 
July 5) and the invitation of USA men 
to speak at U. S. presbyteries and synods 
(urging particularly that this be done 
in the Synod of North Carolina) ; 

9. “The work has just actually started 

. so please send your gifts”; 

10. Treat this whole matter as a spirit- 
ual crusade. . . . The preservation of a 
vitally important Presbyterian testimony 
is at stake. 

Here is the letter from which the fore- 
going summary is taken: 

Reidsville, N. C. 
July 6, 1954 
DEAR BROTHER: 

The pro-union leaders continue to use 
their official positions and the machinery 
of the church to present the pro-union side 
without an opportunity of rebuttal. We 
must protest these unfair methods in 
every way possible. For instance, the Sy- 

















nod of Missouri has sent out a two-page 
strongly worded plea for Union asking 
that it be read to each synod. The Synod 
of Appalachia voted to receive it as in- 
formation and refused to let it be read 
in the meeting of Synod, as it is unfair 
tactics. 

You should also protest having speakers 
from the other two churches speak before 
a meeting of your presbytery, especially 
the meeting in which the vote on Union 
is taken. After the vote is taken Ir It Is 
AGAINST UNION, then have ready a resolu- 
tion to present to the presbytery asking 
that the Committee on Cooperation and 
Union be dissolved. This committee has 
spearheaded the entire union movement 
and we will never have any peace in our 
church on this issue as long as this com- 
mittee stays in existence. 

Each of you living within the Synod 
of North Carolina, write a letter of pro- 
test at once to Dr. Harold J. Dudley, Box 
6325, Raleigh, N. C., who is the present 
Moderator of the Synod of N. C. and also 
the Executive Secretary of the Synod of 
N. C., about the Moderator of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church speaking before the 
synod in their meeting July 11-13. Also 
against Dr. Dudley using the office of the 
Synod of N. C. to release information and 
comparisons between the Southern and 
Northern Presbyterian Churches that is 
propaganda for Union. He and his office 
are supported by the gifts of all the mem- 
bers in North Carolina and should serve 
all of these members in an impartial way 
and should not openly take sides on any 
controversial issue which is before the 
church, [Eprrors’ Norr—Information is 
that this was paid for by outside funds 
and not out of synod’s money.] 

Enclosed is an organization chart sug- 
gested for each presbytery which may be 
of help to you in your own presbytery 
along with other information of interest 
which should be helpful in our efforts and 
cause. Please have a meeting of your 


group as soon as possible in your presby- 
tery in order to get organized and to do 
the personal work which will be necessary 
in order to defeat the Plan of Union when 
it comes to a vote in your presbytery. 

I have sent out over 12,000 letters with 
information each letter taking a 6 cent 
stamp, since my last general letter to you. 
The response to our appeal for funds to 
carry on this work has been most gratify- 
ing, but the work has just actually started 
and much needs to be done, so please re- 
mind all who are interested and concerned 
to send their gifts to the Southern Presby- 
terian Journal. Above everything else 
remember each of us and the work in your 
prayers and that the Holy Spirit will open 
the hearts and minds of the members of 
our church and show them the truths 
which he would have them to see in this 
most important matter. 

Pau. D. HASTINGS. 


Organizing Your Presbytery to Help Pre- 
serve the Southern Presbyterian Church 


The straw poll taken by THE OUTLOOK 
shows that the main strength of the oppo- 
sition to the present Plan of Union is 
found in the ranks of the elders. They 
should feel challenged to take a still more 
active part in the effort to preserve our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. Let no 
elder feel intimidated by the constantly 
offered accusation that there is an effort 
to drive a wedge between the elders and 
ministers. Many ministers are against 
union. Quite apart from all such consid- 
erations this issue is of overwhelming 
importance. It is not time for a person 
with convictions about the matter to stop 
to think what his minister or other min- 
isters feel about the matter. The first and 
only motive should be to serve the Lord's 
cause by doing all one can to preserve and 
further the Biblical witness of the South- 
ern Church. With or without the help of 
their pastors, our elders should give them- 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here from a recorded radio-telephone panel are 
Ernest Trice Thompson and John Newton Thomas, both professors at 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. 


PREDESTINATION 
According to the Bible aren't certain 
things pre-destined, and we cannot es- 
cape them? 

THomMpPson: My answer to that ques- 
tion will have to be Yes and No. Ac- 
cording to the Bible, some things are 
pre-destined. God has a purpose for 
believers in Christ—he has chosen us in 
him before the foundation of the world 
that we shall be holy and without blemish 
before him in love. He has a purpose 
for the universe—in the fulness of the 
time to sum up all things in Christ. Ac- 
cording to Paul, he works all things in 
accordance with his will. But at the 
same time the Bible teaches that man has 
freedom to accept or reject the divine 
grace, and must assume full responsibil- 
ity for his decision. How to reconcile 
these two things—the Divine Sovereignty 
and human freedom—has been a prob- 
lem with which theologians have strug- 
gled over the years, and over whose 
solution they have not agreed. The Pres- 
byterian Confession of Faith says: “God 


4 


from all eternity did by the most wise 
and holy counsel of his own will, freely 
and unchangeably ordain whatsoever 
comes to pass; yet so as thereby neither 
is God the author of sin, nor is violence 
offered to the will of the creatures, nor 
is the liberty or contingency of second 
causes taken away, but rather establish- 
ed.” 


RIGHT KIND OF LIFE 


Do you believe that if a person lives 
the right life here, he will go straight 
to Paradise after death? 


Tuomas: I believe that if a person 
is saved he will go straight to Paradise. 
But what do we mean by living the right 
life on earth? Living a perfect life? 
Only such a person could be saved by the 
kind of life he lives. But the Christian 
faith teaches that all men are sinners. 
None of us lives the right life, or perfect 
life on earth. Therefore, if we are to go 
to Paradise at all it is only when we 
repent our sins and place our faith in 
Jesus Christ. 


selves to the most determined efforts dur- 
ing the next eight months to defeat the 
Plan of Union in presbytery. 

To that end the following definite steps 
are suggested: 

1. Organize a committee in your presby- 
tery made up of ministers who are against 
union and are not afraid to say and act 
so and of elders who are not only against 
union but will give time in the good effort 
to defeat union. 

2. Make contact with every session in 
the presbytery in behalf of our position. 
not by letter but by visits and phone. To 
this end divide up the presbytery into 
districts and assign competent persons t« 
organize these sub-districts. Endeavor to 
gain assurance that anti-union sessions 
(and that will be nearly every session! ) 
will be represented at both the fall and 
winter meetings of the presbytery by an 
anti-union elder. Do not be dissuaded in 
this program by the presence in certain 
churches of pro-union ministers. This is 
not at stake. Questions of loyalty to one’s 
pastor do not enter into this matter in 
the slightest degree. Conscience must rule. 
Do not overlook the small churches. In 
our system their vote counts too. Visit 
them and make sure that they will be rep- 
resented at the meetings of presbytery. 
(This program takes work. Only men 
who will take the crisis seriously enough 
to get out and work should be on the 
committee. The value of sub-districting 
so as to divide up the work efficiently 
should be obvious. But let the committee 
check each man’s work with care, so that 
no omissions in the performance of prom- 
ises occur.) 

3. Make contact with every minister who 
is not openly on the side of union. Let 
these men know what the grass-roots sen- 
timent is. Do not reveal the extent of the 
organization when in any doubt about the 
attitude of the man. (There is no point 
in alerting the opposition. We are not 
ashamed of what we are doing. The pro- 
union people have set up a plan of key 
pro-union elders to work in each presby- 
tery; this is their privilege of course. 
But we are well advised not to reveal 
our plan of action—obviously.) We have 
a telling point with men who are not 
definitely pro-union in the undoubted fact 
that considerable disruption will follow 
this union if it comes to pass. Disrup- 
tion is too big a price to pay in addition 
to all the radical changes involved in the 
Plan of Union. 

4. Seek to have a majority in the fall 
meeting as well as the winter meeting of 
presbytery. The General Assembly has 
recommended that no vote on the Plan 
of Union be taken until after January 1. 
1955, but this is not mandatory. Your 
presbytery may have such a strong ma- 
jority against union that you can bring 
the issue to a vote in the fall. I€ the di- 
vision is so close that to press for a vote 
then would influence a decisive number 
of sympathizers against taking early ac- 
tion, hold off from making a metion to 
vote on the categorical question at the fall 
meeting. But be sure that any committee 
appointed to study the Plan have on it at 
least 50% who are anti-union men. Amend 
the motion that may be made, if neces- 
sary, so as to secure this. 

5. See to it that every elder in the pres- 
bytery is on the subscription list of the 
Journal. When this means presenting the 
subscription, write a letter to the recipient 
telling him what is being done and why 
in this regard. 

6. Treat this whole matter as a spiritual 
crusade. That is exactly what it is. The 
preservation of a vitally important Pree- 
byterian testimony is at stake. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Dealing with the furor over some representatives to Evanston 
and offering a discussion of the ‘‘hope”’ theme relevant to today 


The Church's Faith and its United Witness 


HE ASSEMBLY of the World 

Council of Churches provides the 
churches with a unique opportunity to 
render common witness. The churches 
have often complained that they seemed 
to be crying in the wilderness and that 
the world or even their own members 
were indifferent to the message which the 
churches sought to proclaim in their sy- 
nods and assemblies. 

On this occasion there will be no rea- 
son for such complaints. On the contrary 
there is in the churches in many countries 
a sense of expectation with regard to 
Evanston which is at the same time en- 
couraging and alarming. Encouraging 
in that it means that we will not meet 
as a group of ecclesiastical leaders iso- 
lated from the rank and file of our mem- 
bership, but as men and women surround- 
ed by the hopes and prayers of a great 
multitude. 


But also alarming in that we cannot 
help wondering whether this very 
young World Council of ours meeting 
in a day of such general confusion can 
really live up to this tremendous op por- 
tunity. ... 


Outside the Churches 

It is not only within the churches that 
we find the recognition of the significance 
of Evanston. Thus we are almost over- 
whelmed by the demands which the 
secular press is making on us. It is likely 
that Evanston will be the most widely 
reported meeting ever held since the be- 
ginning of the ecumenical movement. 

There is unprecedented evidence that 
men from the world of industry and pub- 
lic life are eager to know what the As- 
sembly will have to say about their con- 
cerns. During recent months a number 
of informal meetings have been held in 
which laymen of different walks of life 
have shared their concerns and hopes 
with us. It is impressive that in those 
conversations we have never heard the 
slightest echo of that formerly quite wide- 
spread idea that the church should re- 
train from considering the great social 
and international problems of our time. 
()n the contrary, these conversations were 
ll inspired by the common conviction 
that in the last analysis all public issues 
are spiritual issues and that it is the ines- 
capable duty of the churches to face them 
in the light of the gospel. 

What then will be the main aspects of 
the witness which the churches will give 
through the Assembly? Only a prophet 
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would be able to give a satisfactory an- 
swer to that question. For the Assembly 
is a gathering of responsible men and 
women who will decide in full freedom 
what they must say together. And in a 
ody of such tremendous variety one must 
le prepared for all sorts of surprises. If 
we really believe in the action of the Hely 
Spirit, this is the time to take that belief 
seriously and to ask the Holy Spirit to 
overcome our divergences, our lack of 
understanding, our uncertainties and to 
use us all together for the glory of God. 

But everyone of us can voice his hopes 
for the Assembly. Now my hope is that 
Evanston will render clear witness to the 
following central elements of the Chris- 
tian faith. 


Basic Unity 

First of all, to the basic unity of the 
people of God. We need that witness 
badly. In spite of the development of 
the ecumenical movement in the last dec- 
ades the great mass of our church mem- 
bers have not yet grasped the simple 
biblical truth that it belongs to the very 
essence of the church to be one—and that 
not merely in some vague sentimental 
sense—but very concretely in a visible, 
manifest way—so that the world may see 
that Christ actually gathers his people 
together from all nations, races, classes. 
Now the unity which we can demonstrate 
today is admittedly a very imperfect 
unity. There remain substantial unre- 
solved differences between us. We can- 
not even all participate in the same cel- 
ebration of Holy Communion. 


But we can show how Christ is at 
work among us—calling us away from 
our denominational pride, overcoming 
our self-sufficiency, sharpening our 
consciences and leading us to render a 
common witness to the world. 


Let no one despise this partial, imper- 
fect unity and exclaim with impatience: 
if in this hour of need with its terrible 
warnings the churches cannot go all the 
way and unite without reserve, this whole 
ecumenical movement is not worthwhile. 
For that would be showing a complete 
lack of sense of proportion and of Chris- 
tian gratitude. It is and remains a great 
and wonderful thing, for which we can- 
not be sufficiently grateful, that after cen- 
turies of isolation the churches do not 
only enter into conversation with each 
other, and seek to overcome their dis- 
unity, but that they find again a common 
voice and render a common witness to the 
Kingship of Christ. It is spiritually in- 


evitable that that common witness will 
deepen their sense of belonging together 
and force them to give more concrete ex- 
pression to their unity. 


The Representation 

An Assembly which exists in order to 
witness to the basic unity of the people 
of God must of course include the repre- 
sentatives of churches of as many races, 
is Many nations, as many political re- 
gimes as can possibly be brought together 
on the basis of common faith in Jesus 
Christ as the one hope of the world. To 
exclude for political reasons any who 
desire to be there and belong to the World 
Council fellowship would mean to deny 
the very raison d'etre of our movement. 


One of our main purposes is precise- 
ly to witness to the power of Christ to 
gather men from widely different back- 
grounds who may hold divergent views 
concerning secular affairs. 


The deeply divided world of our time 
needs badly a demonstration that Chris- 
tians remain in a very deep sense of the 
word “on speaking terms” even though 
their viewpoints may differ in many re- 
spects. The time has come to mobilize 
that largely latent capacity for bridge- 
building which we have in the world-wide 
Christian Church. 

That applies to the great inter-con- 
tinental misunderstandings which exist 
today. We must counterbalance the 
forces which make for division between 
Asia and Africa on the one hand and the 
Western world on the other by the com- 
mon convictions which the churches in 
these parts of the world hold in common. 
We must do the same in relation to the 
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threat of estrangement between Europe 
and the U.S.A. 


Our Criterion 


And this same truth holds for the deep- 
est division of all—the division |.ctween 
the great power-blocks. In this matter 
we have of course to reckon with circum- 
stances and situations over which we have 
no control. There are member churches 
of the World Council (such as those in 
China) with which we are not able to 
maintain normal communication and who 
will therefore not be represented at the 
Assembly. But there are other churches 
living on the Eastern side of the curtain 
which are able to maintain their contacts 
with the World Council and who desire 
to be represented at the Assembly. 


From the point of view of the Council 
it is essential that they be given the op- 
portunity to participate. For we want to 
make it as clear as possible that the only 
criterion for participation in the Council 
is a spiritual criterion—the acceptance 
of our basis which implies recognition of 
Christ as the only Head of the church. 


As long as we are convinced that a 
church takes its stand on that supreme 
loyalty, we desire fellowsh ip with it. 


Now, in the case of the churches con- 
cerned, we believe that they seek to serve 
that one Lord. Some of us, in fact, many 
of us, disagree with certain positions 
which church leaders from that area have 
taken, but that is not a sufficient reason 
to break fellowship with them. 


Again we are convined that our task 
is to strengthen the cause of Christ in 
all parts of the world and there is no 
doubt that churches in the kind of situa- 
tion in which the churches of Eastern 
Europe find themselves, have received 
and can receive vast encouragement and 
inspiration through their participation in 
a wider fellowship. 

In our meetings in different parts of 
the world, in Holland, Switzerland, Eng- 
land and India we have therefore wel- 
comed representatives from the churches 
in Eastern Europe. We are eager to 
maintain that tradition as we meet in the 
U.S.A. The group which may come from 
the churches concerned will represent 
only a very small fraction of the total 
Assembly, but their presence is impor- 
tant as an indication that we are not a 
Western Council of Churches but a 
World Council of Churches and that our 
concern is with the Church of Christ 
wherever it lives and renders its witness. 


Theme of Hope 

These aspects of the Assembly’s wit- 
ness which I have mentioned so far apply 
to any Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches. We come now to the very 
specific witness of this particular Assem- 
bly, that is, to its main theme: Jesus 
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Christ, the Hope of the World. That 
theme was chosen by our Centra] Com- 
mittee in 1950. At that time few of us 
realized the full implications of that 
choice. We had not expected that it 
would give rise to such an intensive 
world-wide discussion and sometimes 
even to expressions of alarm about the 
trends of thought which seemed to be 
dominant in the preparation of the As- 
sembly. Does that mean that we now 
regret having chosen this dangerous 
theme ? 


No! We have become increasingly 
grateful for the fact that we have been 
led to make the question of Christian 
hope central in the whole Assembly. 


The very discussion of these last years 
has shown two things: first that the 
Christian Church needs badly to be re- 
minded of the true nature of Christian 
hope, secondly that this theme is astonish- 
ly relevant to the historical situation in 
which we find ourselves. 

For a long time the voice of the church 
concerning hope has been an uncertain 
voice. We had largely identified our- 
selves with the hopes of the world and 
forgotten that specific Biblical hope which 
is one of the most striking characteristics 
of the early church. And so the discus- 
sion of this theme has revealed that we 
must learn again the ABC of hope. 

Let me contrast some of these misun- 
derstandings with the biblical message so 
as to bring out the main aspects of our 
theme which Evanston will surely want 
to emphasize. 


(a) There are many who think that 
“hope” means a vague expectation. Now 
it is true that in our secular language 
that is all that it means. But in the 
New Testament hope is certainty. It is 
the anchor of the soul. It is staking your 
life on the definite promises of God. 


Christian hope is counting on the 
completion of the plan of God as it 
is revealed to us in Jesus Christ. 


(b) Many people think that if we talk 
about Christian hope we are really con- 
cerned with great supernatural events, 
with cosmic catastrophes and fantastic 
visions. Now it is of course a fact that 
the Bible uses many poetic symbols to 
picture the great end toward which the 
whole creation moves. But these are 
precisely symbols and no more. The cen- 
tral message is that Christ is not only 
behind us in history, not only spiritually 
present as our invisible Lord, but that 
his victory will become manifest; that 
is, that all of us will meet him face to 
face. In other words, our hope is not 
in certain happenings. Our hope is in 
Christ. He is our Hope. 


Present Dynamic 


(c) We are often told that we should 
not be so preoccupied with the future. 


The blessed word “eschatological” is 
taken to mean “that which concerns the 
ultimate future of man and the world.” 
But those who speak in such a manner 
have not yet discovered the very simple 
truth that in the New Testament ‘“escha- 
ton,” this “ultimate end” is not a distant 
date in the future, but a reality which 
penetrates the whole of life at every mo- 
ment. We hope in Christ, in his King- 
ship, in his Kingdom. ‘This hope means 
sharing in the new life. “‘We have tasted 
the power of the world to come.”” Christ 
said: ‘The kingdom is in the midst of 
you.” 


So hope in the Biblical sense is bv 
no means only futurism, postponement. 
It is the present dynamic of Christian 


life. 


(d) Again we hear it often said that 
Christian hope refers merely to the ul- 
timate testing of individuals. The mag- 
azine, Life, which has recently made an 
incursion into the field of theology in its 
editorial on the Assembly theme, declared 
that Christian hope had only to do with 
the individual, not with the world. It is 
amazing to find that a well-known Amer- 
ican magazine should take this pietistic 
line. Is it not realized that a purel) 
individualistic Christian hope according 
to which men are saved one by one out 
of the world leaves human history mean- 
ingless and leaves the world a prey for 
the forces of renewal at work in the 
world. It sees, as in the great phrase of 
Colossians, history moving “toward 
Christ.” Through judgment and trans- 
formation God’s plan will be fulfilled in 
the new heaven and the new earth, where 
righteousness will reign. 


Hope Amid Fear 

(e) We hear it said that the Christian 
hope is not a sufficiently relevant theme 
for the world in which we live today. But 
there is no more relevant theme. We live 
in a world in which hope has become rare. 
Read our poets, our novelists, see our 
theatre, hear our statesmen. They reveal 
a mood of basic hopelessness or give us 
cheap, unconvincing reasons for hope. 
The utopias are fast breaking down. 
Among the masses all over the world the 
atomic menace has created an acute fear 
of the future. 


Is that not precisely the moment 
when we must proclaim clearly the 
world of hope in Christ ? 


Do we not owe it to the world to say: 
No deadlock in Geneva, no political con- 
fusion, no totalitarian regime, no H-bomb 
can separate you from the love of God, 
which is in Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
will faithfully fulfill his promises, who 
is himself the end to which we move. 
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Here Are More Suggestions .. . 
. . . about a (not entirely) hypothetical case? 


(Continued from last week) 

From a Former Moderator—The elders 
did not call the preacher; the congrega- 
tion did. I’d tell the congregation what 
the elders said and ask them if they 
agreed with the session. I’d tell the con- 
gregation that it was my right and duty 
to vote my convictions and not the con- 
victions of the session. If the congrega- 
tion stands with the pastor, it may call 
for a meeting of the congregation to elect 
new elders. That might split the church, 
but it would teach the session a lesson. 

Florida Minister (2)—Follow recog- 
ized Presbyterian procedure. A session 
cannot dismiss a minister. It calls for 
action of presbytery. He should seek 
by love and goodwill to support his po- 
sition and thus win the respect of the 
session and the church. However, if 
he cannot win them he should use his 
judgment about moving. Jesus said if 
they did not receive you in one city, move 
on. Above all, let the minister set an 
example of Christ-likeness. Bitterness 
and wrath get us nowhere. 

Georgia Minister (1)—Before appeal- 
ing to presbytery, ask the session to study 
the “important question” in four meet- 
ings. 

Virginia Minister (1)—No. 4. Pray 
for them . . . and dust off your shoes. 

Florida Minister (3)—Appeal to pres- 
bytery. The man would ultimately have 
to leave this church, but by bringing the 
matter to presbytery he does two things, 
at least, which are very much to be de- 
sired: (1) Gives publicity to the type of 
action taken against him; (2) Presby- 
tery ought to rule in favor of the min- 
ister and thus show the elders the limits 
of their power, and the effectiveness of 
the Presbyterian system of government. 
In our presbytery I rather imagine the 
entire session would be made to resign 
for such an action. 

Virginia Minister (2)—Move on, but 
declare his reasons to the congregation 
and presbytery when asking for dissolu- 
tion. 

Texas Minister (1)—No. 4. It is in- 
credible to think that such could happen 
in our church, but I am told that it has 
happened! May the Lord forgive his 
people. 

N.C. Minister (1)—No. 4. The pres- 
bytery should take action to rebuke the 
session and give a clear statement that 
the conscience of the minister is to be 
free to act in accordance with his under- 
standing of the will of God in such mat- 
ters. The first thought would be that 
presbytery should not dissolve the pas- 
toral relation, but the minister would 
likely be the center of continuing contro- 
versy which is always disrupting to the 
life of the church. He would accomplish 
the end by denouncing the position of the 
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session and going to another church. 

Texas Minister (2)—Consult the 
Commission on the Minister and His 
Work. 

Texas Minister (3)—Tell them po- 
litely but firmly that he was representing 
the presbytery, not the congregation; that 
there are no instructed representatives in 
Presbyterian government. If they then 
insist that he move, I believe he should 
let them take the initiative in asking 
presbytery for the dissolution of the pas- 
toral relationship, setting forth the hon- 
est reason. If I were in that position, I 
think I would be happy to leave. 


have the authority of spiritual oversight 
and jurisdiction of the church,* but the 
pastor all too often has to take the situa- 
tion in hand and do something himself 
where lazy or indifferent elders sit back 
and do nothing to uplift or enhance the 
spiritual growth of the congregation. Few 
of the elders in my church would even con- 
sider teaching a Sunday school class in 
the absence of a teacher. Teaching by 
the pastor or his wife is not good for 
the church since when they leave two 
vacancies are created which no one wants 
to fill—just wait for the new pastor and 
his wife. More and more ministers are 
becoming concerned over the fact that 
elders in our churches are not really giv- 
ing their best to the spiritual oversight 
of the congregation that elected them. 





A minister returns from the Assembly and finds that his vote on an 


important question has been reported to his elders. 


They meet and tell 


him that since he has voted in opposition to their known position and 
desires, they will give him 90 days in which to seek another pastorate. 


SHOULD HE (check one): 


cian Beg their pardon and promise henceforth to do as they say? 





] 
= Appeal to (x) 
anil 
=e Or. 


the congregation; 
Seek to move on as quietly as possible? 

Move on, but publicly announce what has happened? 
. . (something else) 


presbytery? 











N. C. Minister (2)—Appeal to pres- 
bytery and ignore the threats of the el- 
ders. If a man is sure he is on God’s 
side, he doesn’t have to be afraid of 
anyone or any group. 

N. C. Minister (3)—He should tell 
them that if they wish to be relieved of 
the pastor there is a provision in the 
Book of Church Order, Chapter XXVI, 
Paragraph 146, and request that this pro- 
cedure be followed. Comments: (1) A 
commissioner to the Assembly is elected 
by the presbytery to represent it and not 
to represent the elders of the church of 
which he happens to be pastor; (2) A 
commissioner to any church court is in 
duty bound to vote as he conscientiously 
believes will promote the glory of God 
and the good of the church; (3) A min- 
ister is not the Lord of the conscience of 
the elders of the church of which he is 
pastor, neither are the elders the Lord 
of the minister’s conscience; (4) If com- 
missioners to church courts, whether 
elders or ministers, cannot deliberate and 
vote freely, then the principles of Pres- 
byterian government are destroyed. 


S. C. Minister (6)—I would look for 
and accept another pastorate as quickly 
and quietly as possible. I think that such 
a group of elders (or such a church) 
would eventually get a reputation for not 
allowing its pastor freedom of personal 
choice in the best interests of God’s King- 
dom, and so a public demonstration 
would not be necessary. This would be 
hard on the church to some extent, but 
it would doubtless end up with a pastor 
who would work along with the elders and 
accept their rigid authority. Elders do 


Georgia Minister (2)—I am sure that 
I would attempt to stir every heart to 
more Christian consideration and every 
mind to a re-thinking of my side of the 
issue in question before I even appeared 
before presbytery. I feel that with minds 
conditioned by provincial prejudice, as 
it seems that better than one-third of ours 
in the U. S. church are, that appeals to 
higher courts and to session and even con- 
gregations would be useless—that is, in 
sections where organized pressure groups 
have been so effective as this case would 
evidence. They seem to say, “Let us not 
be divided, but seek after the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit.” Then, if the Holy 
Spirit leads a majority to be as one in 
the love of Christ, the minority says, 
“Then our Special Provincial Holy Spirit 
says, ‘There will be a Continuing 
Church.’” I pray that my assumption 
is wrong, but I’ve seen lots of things I 
never dreamed would happen in Christ’s 
Body again. 

Arkansas Minister (2)—Apologize to 
his church for having left them in the 
dark so long, and let the congregation 
decide whether he is to stay and enlighten 
them or to move on and let them work 
out their own salvation. 





*Over the church, yes, but not over the 
minister. He is responsible to presbytery. 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS INVITED 


If you are looking for a publisher, send for our 
free, illustrated booklet titled To the Author in 
Search of a Publisher. It tells how we can pub- 
lish, promote and distribute your book, as we have 
done for hundreds of other writers. All subjects 
considered. New authors welcomed. Write today 
for Booklet P. It’s free. 

VANTAGE PRESS, Inc., 120 W. 31 St., N. Y¥. 1 

6253 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood 28, Calif. 
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EDITORIAL 


Princeton and Joint Endeavor 

The current Princeton meeting of rep- 
resentatives of world Presbyterianism 
points up more than ever the opportunity 
for appropriate juint endeavor either on 
a world basis or, so far as we are con- 
cerned, in the Western Section (North 
America). 

The crucial word above is appro- 
priate. The recent emergence of the 
World Council of Churches raises some 
question marks. More than this, it offers 
a number of channels where our efforts 
can more suitably be made effective than 
simply through a Presbyterian agency. 

Still there are important works that 
should be done within and by the Pres- 
byterian bodies (as indicated, for in- 
stance, on page 2). 

Everybody is pretty well agreed that 
no sustained and effective program is 
going to be carried on until (1) the 
Geneva staff is adequately underwritten 
and (2) the Western Section, so far as 
we are concerned, has full-time leader- 
ship. We have certainly delayed over 
these measures long enough—far too 
long. 

In the world body of Presbyterians we 
can do something significant in material 
aid for our brethren and their churches in 
difficult areas. 

We can also do something, and we 
should, in the realm of faith and order. 
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Would it be possible, for example, for 
the World Alliance to formulate a state- 
ment of the Reformed faith—not necessar- 
ily for adoption by the various churches, 
but could its own members come to agree- 
ment about such a statement? Further, 
could they agree on what they conceive 
to be the Reformed view of the Word of 
God? If they could there would be 
great value. Even if they could not, that 
would also be of value, for then the areas 
of difficulty could be subjected to further 
exploration. We talk rather glibly on 
occasion about the “Reformed” view of 
this question or another. It might be 
well if we could, within this body of 
world Presbyterianism, agree on just 
what it is and what it has to say to our 
time. 

Unquestionably, there would be great 
value in dealing with some of the press- 
ing ethical or social issues as is being 
done at Princeton on “The Church’s 
Freedom and Responsibility in Relation 
to the State and Society.” 

Once we have made these studies or 
come to significant agreement (or dis- 
agreement) what happens? 

Those who have attended the meetings 
in the past have usually gone home to re- 
port interesting and stimulating experi- 
ences. That is about all. In some way 
we need a more vital link between the 
Alliance (or Sections) and the churches 
whose representatives compose it. We 
certainly need better means of commu- 
nicating the results of important studies 
—through mass meetings and/or printed 
media or perhaps by direct overture to 
the member churches. 

There are certainly many things that 
could and should be done jointly in the 
Western Section. The cooperative joint 
hymnal, now in process of development, 
illustrates the possibilities. Or, joint 
administration of the chaplaincy; or in 
the development of aids to worship 
(Book of Common Worship)—there 
simply ought to be a far greater sharing 
and utilizing of our great common re- 
sources. 

If the Princeton meeting (or the West- 
ern Section) will take one bold step in 
that direction, we can be truly grateful. 


Newspaper Twist 


Some of the ramifications of the Min- 
ute Women’s organization which we have 
observed in recent months are intensely 
interesting, but none more than in 
Charleston, W. Va., where, to our sur- 
prise, we encountered a lively group. 

There the afternoon paper (Republi- 
can), The Daily Mail, has taken us to 
task in a severe manner, supporting the 
Minute Women and their efforts with 
all heat and lambasting us not only for 
what we have said but also for much 
that we haven’t. 

Strangest turn, and perhaps in charac- 
ter for these times, is what The Mail did 


with a directly opposite action of the 
Synod of West Virginia when it met. 

Readers of the Charleston paper will 
never know it but the synod adopted a 
strong resolution aimed directly at the 
anti-Communist groups that spread hys- 
terical, unfounded charges. Without men- 
tioning Minute Women activities or 
others, the synod pointed to a 


; . hysterical spread of suspicion 
and distrust, careless charges and defa- 
mation of character without full investi- 
gation of the facts, and (that) noncon- 
formity is attacked as subversive, dissent 
is equated with disloyalty, disagreement 
is confused with disaffection, accusation 
‘s interpreted as guilt, truth is slanted 
tor ulterior purposes or submerged in 
suspicion and fear... . 


“The synod ... expresses its unequiv- 
ocal rejection both of Communism and 
of the type of anti-Communism which 
makes each suspicious of his neighbor, 
thrives on hysterical fear, makes itself 
more prominent than the cause it is de- 
fending, is so intent upon combatting 
the menace of Communism that its lead- 
ers adopt the very principles and methods 
which make Communism so frightening 
and is a violation of our Christian con- 
victions. .. .” 

Guess what The Daily Mail did with 
this resolution. It turned it into a de- 
nunciation of THE PRESBYTERIAN Out- 
LOOK in its leading editorial! But, in 
so doing, it left out everything in the 
resolution but part of one sentence which 
it twisted to its own purposes. That is, 
it did not tell its readers what the synod 
was really talking about and what it 
actually said. 

The Mail also says that a quick refer- 
ence would have avoided the mix-up 
about the Attorney General’s list and 
the Minute Women which we recently 
reported here from Social Progress (we 
indicated that we had no assurance of 
this and later ran a correction). 

Yes, a quick reference would have 
helped (but we have run a correction). 
It would also help The Daily Mail if it 
referred to the action the synod took— 
and especially if it would allow its read- 
ers to see the resolution. 





In Passing 











THERE is no more pathetic figure than 

the minister who is afraid of his people, 
who resents criticism and sees in every 
disagreement of opinion a personal af- 
front. So-and-so was described to me 
today as ‘‘a good young people’s man.” 
That simply means that he is willing to 
be talked-to. I have seen him in action 
with his young folk, and they instinctive- 
ly realize that he has a welcoming mind, 
and is willing to entertain a point of view 
different from his own, without becoming 
pompous or defensive-—PETER PARSON 
in The British Weekly. 
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@ Footnote to Acts 15 


THE WRONG SIDE OF THE DEBATE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HURCH councils, meetings, synods, 

assemblies, conventions and convo- 
cations, ever since that first one at Jeru- 
salem, right on to presbytery meetings 
or meetings of the World Council of 
Churches, have often had controversial 
matters before them. 

The notion that a church meeting 
should never get into an argument is 
wishful thinking. Church meetings have 
always argued and no doubt always will. 
That there can be an argument at all 
shows that there is something to be said 
m both sides, the wrong side as well as 
the right one. 

The church has generally been oper- 
ated, as it was at Jerusalem, by the ma- 
jority decision reached in the light of the 
evidence and the arguments. When that 
decision has been justified by history, 
when the church looking back sees that 
the decision was right, it is hard to sce 
what could possibly have been said on 
the other side. But at the time, in the 
heat of the discussion, it was not so easy 
to see. If the ultimate decision had been 
as obvious to the men of that time as it 
seems to us, the meeting and the debate 
would not have been held. 

There must have been at the time of 
the Jerusalem Council, as there are in 
church debates today, many Christians 
who found it hard to make up their 
minds, many who having heard only the 
wrong side, felt that there could hardly 
be any other side. 


ONSIDER what supported the wrong 

side of that debate. The question, 
boiled down to simplest terms, was this: 
In order to be a Christian, was it neces- 
sary first to be a Jew? The leaders of 
the wrong side of the debate said flatly 
to all Christians, You simply cannot be 
saved unless you are circumcised and 
keep the law of Moses. 

There was an abundance of ‘“‘Scrip- 
ture proof” for that position. The Old 
Testament holds out many promises to 
God’s people; over and over again the 
people of God are identified with the 
people of Israel. 

If the songs or poems known to us as 
the Magnificat and the Benedictus (Luke 
1:46-55 and 68-79) were known widely 
in the church of that time, they would 
have further supported the belief that 
God’s promises even in the new era were 
intended for Israel, not for the world at 
large. Mary sees God having mercy on 
Abraham and his seed forever.” Zech- 
ariah foresees that his son John will 
bring God’s people knowledge of salva- 
tion; but it is clear that for Zechariah 
the people of God are the same as the 
“house of his servant David.” Certainly 
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the outlook of Mary and of Zechariah 
must have been the outlook of many a 
Jewish Christian in those early days. 
Outside Israel, no promise of salvation! 


HEN on the wrong side of the debate 

was a great deal of precedent. Jesus 
was a circumcised ‘son of the law.” He 
chose his Apostles from among the Jews. 
All the first Christian preaching had been 
to Jews. The people of many tongues in 
Jerusalem at Pentecost had all been Jews, 
of course; otherwise they never would 
have thought of making the Jewish pil- 
grimage to that Jewish festival. The early 
Christian leaders had been faithful to 
the Temple and the synagogue. One of 
the most famous miracles had been per- 
formed when Peter and John were en- 
tering the Temple on their way to the 
regular hour of the afternoon sacrifice. 
Jesus had commanded his followers, it 
is true, to make disciples of all nations; 
but there was nothing in that command, 
literally understood, which was out of 
line with the idea that to be a disciple, 
an accepted disciple, one must be a Jew 
first. 

The church had been founded and had 
won success as a community of Jewish 
believers in Christ. Why should it 
change ? 

Furthermore, the wrong side of that 
debate at Jerusalem had on it some very 
religious and well-intentioned men. The 
leaders of that point of view were Phari- 
sees. We know Paul’s own testimony 
that Pharisees were not all hypocrites by 
any means; he lists being a Pharisee as 
one of the matters of which he might have 
reason to boast if he were a_ boasting 
man. 

The Christian Pharisee was a con- 
scientious, self-denying, Bible-studying, 
serious kind of Christian, conservative 
by temperament and training. The or- 
dinary Christian, learning that such men 
had strong convictions on this matter of 
the necessary qualifications for being a 
Christian—convictions in fact as to the 
definition of a true Christian—the or- 
dinary church member would tend to be 
swayed by the upright character of such 


men as much as by their arguments. 
Surely a good man cannot be wrong? 
Yes, good men can be wrong. Some 
good men are wrong all the time about 
some things, all good men are wrong 
some of the time. Scripture texts do not 
always prove what they are said to prove. 
What was, what always has been, is not 
necessarily a rule for what ought to be. 
I.ong-standing precedent, Scripture refer- 
ences and the support of strong-minded 
conscientious men do not necessarily 
mean that the wrong side is right. 


HAT the wrong side didn’t have, 
and what the right side did have, 
was freedom, the facts and the future. 
Freedom in the Spirit, the freedom of the 
Spirit; this Paul and Barnabas knew, 
this the Gentile converts had experienced. 
That the Holy Spirit is himself bound 
by precedent is a false notion. The 
Spirit works ‘“‘when and where he pleas- 
eth,” and often leads the way in new 
directions. God does not contradict his 
old truth, but he may lead men beyond 
it. God’s “dispensation,” his way of 
dealing with men, is always the same—it 
is the way of Grace. But his dispensa- 
tion of grace has various forms; God’s 
grace in ancient Israel and his grace im 
the Christian church are one and the 
same, but the method is different. 
The wrong side of the debate did not 
take into account the “manifold grace” 
of God. 


Then there were the facts. The Chris- 
tian Pharisees said: You can’t be a 
Christian unless you are circumcised. 
The facts were: Hundreds of people were 
Christians who had never been circum- 
cised. The Christian Pharisees said: 
You can’t claim God’s promises unless 
you belong to our camp. But people who 
had never heard of Pharisees and knew 
next to nothing about Leviticus were 
claiming God’s promises and finding 
them true. No amount of argument can 
destroy a single fact. 

And finally there was the future. The 
narrower ‘‘proof-texts” were interpreted 
by broader ones; the rigid rectitude of 
the Pharisee-Christians was more than 
offset by the sweeter and more powerful 
lives and experiences of men like Peter 
and Paul; and so the church marched 
boldly into the future, boldly because, 
in spite of all the head-shakings, it was 
the future of God. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Missouri Affirms 
Assembly Action 


The Synod of Missouri, at its Parkville 
meeting early this month, not only ad- 
dressed a significant letter to the other 
synods, urging union (OuTLOoK, July 
5); it also followed the Assembly in vot- 
ing for the same non-segregation program 
approved by the highest court in its Mon- 
treat deliverance. 

This was the statement which was 
adopted : 





“While we do not desire to precipitate 
integration of the races merely for the 
sake of integration, we, the Synod of 
Missouri, Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.,reaflirm our belief in the Scriptures 
and the Westminster Standards of our 
church. and we hope that serious and 
earnest applicants who wish to enjoy the 
benefits of our church will be received 
by our churches, conferences, and insti- 
tutions only upon the qualifications as 
set forth in Scripture and the Standards 
of our Church, in the spirit of the action 
of the 1954 General Assembly.” 

Full support was expressed for the For- 
ward With Christ program and_ the 
$250,000 capital funds campaign for 
Louisville Seminary was voted. A spe- 
cial effort is to be made to complete the 
building for the student center at the 
University of Missouri. 

James M. Blanton, Caruthersville pas- 
tor, succeeded Wm. E. Phifer of Kansas 
City, as Moderator. 
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WEST VIRGINIA SYNOD 





Support of Governor 
Fails by Two Votes 


The Synod of West Virginia, by a close 
vote of 44-42, backed down on praising 
Governor Marland and state educational 
officials for their stand on compliance 
with the Supreme Court ruling on seg- 
regation in the public schools on the 
ground that this was very close to inter- 
ference of church with state. 

Then it voted, without objection, strong 
opposition to a proposed race track be- 
tween Charleston and Huntington and 
urged church members to vote against 
the proposal at the August 3 election. 

Governor Marland has been one of 
the few Southern Governors to declare 
his purpose to assist the state bring its 
schools into conformity with the recent 
Supreme Court ruling. 

The synod also spoke its vigorous ap- 
proval of House Bill 1227 which would 
restrict the advertising of liquor and beer 
in newspapers or over television or radio. 
It favored the policy of the state in its 
efforts to prevent and reduce alcoholism 
through education, rehabilitation and the 
development of community resources and 
it voted (with no objections as to possible 
church-state difficulties) its commenda- 
tion of alcoholism studies under sponsor- 
ship of the state legislature. 

On two other non-segregation actions 
the synod took interesting steps. It urged 
the trustees of all its institutions and 
conferences to open their doors to all 
races. 


No Racial Barrier 

In regard to the Assembly’s recommen- 
dation that congregations admit persons 
to membership and fellowship without 
regard to race, a few isolated situations 
where Negroes are or have been members 
of West Virginia Presbyterian churches 
were pointed out, so, with only a few 
dissenting votes, the recommendation was 
amended so that it re-affirmed “the posi- 
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tion of the Standards of our church con- 
cerning the reception of members into 
the fellowship of our congregations on 
the sole basis of faith in Jesus Christ 
without reference to race.” 

Thomas C. Clay, South Charleston, 
presented the Christian Relations report 
which also urged support in securing a 
chaplain for the Federal Reformatory for 
Women at Alderson. Another recom- 
mendation from this committee which was 
adopted denounced villification on the 
basis of unproved charges, hysterical 
spread of suspicion and distrust. Re- 
jecting both ‘‘communism and the type 
of anti-Communism which makes each 
suspicious of his neighbor . . . is so intent 
upon combatting the menace of Com- 
munism that its leaders adopt the very 
principles and methods” they protest, 
the synod pointed to the Christian con- 
victions of the dignity of man and the 
supreme worth of human personality. 

Roger P. Melton, Montgomery pastor, 
succeeded F. M. Rvburn, Kanawha Pres- 
bytery’s superintendent of home missions, 
as Moderator. Don R. Brandon, Welch 
pastor, is Moderator-nominee. 

Evangelism got a big emphasis in the 
meeting, with plans made for the ex- 
change of ministers with the Synod of 
Appalachia next spring. Milton B. 
Faust, who leads North Carolina’s evan- 
gelistic program, and William McCorkle, 
the Assembly’s director, underscored the 
importance of effort. Appalachia min- 
isters are to come to West Virginia for 
the week of March 20-25 and West Vir- 
ginia ministers go into Appalachia April 
17-22. 

The conference center at the Bluestone 
Dam is expected to go into operation this 
fall with five cabins and a lodge fully 
equipped to care for 60 people. 


Davis and Elkins 

Davis and Elkins College and its fu- 
ture hopes were presented by President- 
elect David K. Allen who reported that 
$65,000 had been paid on the college 
debt during the year, while a number of 
physical improvements were made. Foot- 
ball, he said, has been temporarily dis- 
continued because of the necessity for 
rigid economies and the determination 
to balance the budget and make the in- 
stitution financially sound. John Smart, 
formerly of Huntington, is the new busi- 
ness manager. Marts and Lundy, finan- 
cial counselors, are conducting studies in 
regard to a financial campaign. 

Synod voted $4,000 for the establish- 
ment of a vocational guidance center at 
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The session also voted to hold three ing discussion, questions and answers, 


meetings on church union. At the first, will take a vote on the issue. 
Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C., and = 
Nat K. Rainey, Lewisburg, Tenn., spoke 
for union. At the second Dr. L. Nelson 


Rose Hill, N. C. 
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l. Through the establishment of a memorial 
fund or endowment for Foreign Missions. 


2. Through a legacy to Foreign Missions writ- 
ten into your will. 


3. Through an Annuity Gift, from which you 
receive a life-time income, with the full 
amount of your gift going eventually to For- 
eign Missions. 


If you are interested in one or more of these methods of 


giving, we shall be happy to supply full information. 
Address your inquiry to 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 





PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
"70 Foretgu Missions a Share” 





The session of the Mount Zion church, 
Bell, Asheville, N. C., and S. B. Lapsley, Rose Hill, N. C., voted recently dissent- 
Knoxville, Tenn., spoke against it. At ing from the segregation action of the 
a third meeting the congregation, follow- General Assembly, denying ‘that segre- 


gation of the races is un-Christian or con- 
trary to the teaching of the Scriptures,” 
and asserting “that it is not the mission 
of the church to advocate social revolu- 
tion but to preach Jesus Christ and him 
crucified.” The statement was sent to 
the other sessions of Wilmington Presby- 
tery. The vote was unanimous on the 
opinions expressed and 6-1 on circulating 
the letter. 

The minister, Wade H. Allison, filed 
his dissent from the session’s statements 
upholding segregation and denying the 
social implications of the gospel. 


Miss Davidson Heads 
Women’s Work Board 


Miss Louise Davidson, Bethesda, Md., 
is the new chairman of the General As- 
sembly’s Board of Women’s Work. 

Other new officers include: Mrs. George 
U. Baucom, Jr., Raleigh, N. C., vice- 
chairman; Mrs. Paul K. Buckles, New- 
port News, Va., secretary. 

These officers were introduced to the 
1,500 women at the recent training school 
at Montreat. 


Finds Ministers Spending 
More Time on Sermons 


Cuicaco (RNS)—Ministers today are 
spending more time than ever before in 
preparing their sermons, it was reported 
at the 19th biennial meeting of the Amer- 
ican Association of Theological Schools 
here. 

H. Richard Niebuhr, on leave from the 
Yale University Divinity School to direct 
a survey of theological education financed 
by a $65,000 grant from the Carnegie 
Foundation, told 119 delegates at the 
meeting the reason is that the man in the 
pew is listening more carefully than ever 
before. 

Dr. Niebuhr also noted a “manifest 
lack of complacency among Protestants”’ 
and said there is “wider interest in what 
the church can do.” Churchgoers want 
to know “how they can help save as well 
as be saved,” he said. 

Among the aims of the survey, sched- 
uled to begin July 1, 1954, and run 14/, 
months, will be to define the role of the 
minister in contemporary life, determine 
what is a “good” minister and how sem- 
inaries can help prepare them, Dr. Nie- 
buhr said. 

New Association officers elected were 
Charles L. Taylor, dean of the Episcopal 
Theological School, Cambridge, Mass., 
president; Walter N. Roberts, president 
ot United Theological Seminary, Day- 
ton, Ohio, executive secretary; Edward 
H. Roberts, dean of Princeton (N.J.) 
Theological Seminary, vice-president; 
and Frederick Schroeder, president of 
Eden Theological Seminary, Webster 
Grove, Mo., treasurer. 

The association has 111 member- 
schools. 
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CHOOSING THE BEST 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for August 8, 1954 
Matthew 6:25-33; Philippians 1:9-11; 4:8 


All of us face three types of choice. 
First, the choice between good and evil. 
This choice is comparatively simple. 
There are some men in every age, and in 
every community, who have gotten their 
moral values badly twisted. But it re- 
quires no keen moral discernment for 
most of us to discriminate between things 
that are good and things that are bad. 
Our difficulty in these cases lies in rally- 
ing enough willpower to do what we know 
is right. 

Much more difficult are the choices 
that all of us must make at times between 
two courses of action, both of which seem 
to be wrong. In politics, for example, 
domestic as well as international, there 
must be half-way measures, unsatisfac- 
tory choices between better and worse 
alternatives, at times between alternatives 
both of which are undesirable, transition 
stages involving compromise and conces- 
sion. That is why some good men will 
not engage in politics, why some well- 
meaning men even refuse to vote. They 
say, “I will not vote for either candidate 
because I do not approve of either one,” 
or “because one part is just as bad as the 
other.” They do not see that when it 
is a choice between two evils, the Chris- 
tian must choose the less of these two 
evils; otherwise he casts his vote for 
the worse of the two alternatives. 

There is a third type of choice which 
is even more difficult—that is, the choice 
between two (or more) alternatives, both 
of which are good. Throughout life we 
are forced to choose between competing 
goods, between different sets of values, 
and the particular good that we choose 
determines the course and significance 
of our lives. Most of us achieve far less 
than we might, not because we have 
chosen evil rather than good, but because 
we have been so easily satisfied with 
something less than our best. 

If we are to grow as we should as 
Christians we can not be content to 
choose good rather than evil; we must at 
times, however reluctantly, choose the 
lesser of two evils; we must by preference 
choose not the good, or even the better, 
but only the best. 

The Scripture passages chosen for our 
study this week emphasize the choice of 
the best. 


I. Don’t Worry, Matthew 6:25-32 

In the King James Version it reads, 
“Take no thought . . .” (vss. 25,31,34). 
This is an unfortunate translation, one 
that is not true to the original Greek, 
and which holds up an impossible ideal 
for our present day. If there is any 
father or mother who does not take 
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thought for the material needs of his 
family he is derelict in his duty. If 
there is any statesman who does not take 
thought for the morrow he is inexcusably 
stupid. 

When we read this and other passages 
in the Bible we need to remember that 
language in time changes its meaning. 
The word “spinster,” for example, orig- 
inally referred to a woman who spun. 
Now it describes a different type of 
individual. The KJV, which many 
Christians continue to read, was trans- 
lated from the original Greek in 1611, 
back in the days of Shakespeare. Shakes- 
peare uses the expression “take no 
thought” in the sense of “take no 
anxious thought.” That was the mean- 
ing which the phrase had to the men who 
translated the King James version. The 
RSV brings out the meaning better for 
our present days: ‘Do not be anxious 
about your life. . . . Do not be anxious 
about tomorrow.” Goodspeed in _ his 
American Translation comes still closer 
to the American idiom: “Do not worry 
about life, wondering what you will have 
to eat or drink, or about your body, won- 
dering what you will have to wear. . 
Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomor- 
row will have worries of its own.” 

Jesus does not recommend that we take 
no thought. There never was a time, 
perhaps, when men needed to take such 
careful thought for so many things. 
Jesus does urge us not to worry about 
the material necessities of life, or about 
the future, what it will bring us or our 
loved ones. 

He proceeds to give three reasons why 
we should not so worry. 

First, because worry is generally un- 
necessary, 6 :25-26,28-30. God who pro- 
vides an opportunity for the birds to 
secure their food will also provide an 
opportunity for us. Jesus does not mean 
that the man who trusts God will always 
be free from want. Yet such is generally 
the case. We may not have all the lux- 
uries that we want, but most of us do 
have, and will continue to have the neces- 
sities. A doctor who had many patients 
with incomes in the higher brackets made 
a careful study of the things they worried 
about. He found that forty per cent 
of these things never happened; thirty 
per cent were about things that were en- 
tirely beyond their control: twelve per 
cent were about physical ills that were 
caused or greatly aggravated by their own 
emotional attitudes; ten per cent were 
about friends or relatives who were per- 
fectly able to look after themselves; leav- 
ing eight per cent which really needed 
some attention on their part. Even here 
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worry did not help. An analysis of our 
own worries would probably yield sim- 
ilar results. Most of our worries are 
unnecessary. We are like the man who 
said, “I have had more troubles than 
anybody in the world, and most of them 
never happened.” 

Second, because worry is always un- 
availing, 6:27. Worry adds neither to 
our span of life (RSV) or to our stature 
(RSV Mg.). It does not help, in fact, 
to solve any of our problems. To take 
the proper sort of thought is valuable, 
of course, but worry is the enemy of 
clear thought. It dissipates our energies 
and leaves us less capable of solving the 
problems that we face. Eminent doctors 
tells us that fifty per cent of our ills 
are due to emotional attitudes, of which 
anxiety of worry is one of the chief. 
Most of our worries are unnecessary; all 
of them are unavailing, they are indeed 
positively harmful. But there is a third 
reason that Jesus gives. 

Third, because worry in a Christian is 
unbecoming, 6:31-32. It is natural for 
a pagan to worry, says Jesus, but for a 
Christian to worry betrays a subtle lack 
of confidence in God. It indicates that 
in this respect, at least, we are but little 
better than the pagans. 

We will all agree that these are three 
excellent reasons why we should not 
worry. Most of our worries are unneces- 
sary; all of them are unavailing (if not, 
positively harmful), and for a Christian 
to worry is unbecoming. We all know 
this, but what we need is something to 
keep us from worrying. Does Jesus give 
us any practical help along this line? 
He does indeed, though only the first of 
his practical suggestions is included in 
our present lesson. 


Il. Seek First God’s Kingdom, Mt. 

6:33 

Jesus says: “Seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness and all these things 
(food, clothing, and material necessities 
of life) shall be yours as well.” This 
promise is generally true even when ap- 
plied to the individual. 

It was addressed however to a group. 
As Conrad Noel puts it: “The promise 
that all material necessities will be abun- 
dantly provided to those who seek God’s 
Kingdom and his justice was not, in fact, 
given to individuals as such, but to indi- 
viduals in a company which was already 
becoming the nucleus of the new world. 
If they were to establish the divine com- 
monwealth on the foundation of God’s 
justice, if a world of men were to spring 
up in which greed had given place to 
generosity and domination to service, in 
which men cooperated to produce instead 
of competing to destroy,” then there 
would be enough for all, none of them 
would lack the necessities of life. 

In the book of Acts we read how that 
promise began to be fulfilled: “And all 
who believed were together and had all 
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things in common; and they sold their 
possessions and goods and distributed 
them to all, as any had need” (2:44-45). 
There came a time when this simple prac- 
tice of Christian brotherhood did not 
suffice. And so the church developed 
those brotherly services which played 
such an important part in its victory over 
the Roman Empire and laid the founda- 
tion for the charitable agencies and in- 
stitutions of our present day. 

Economists tell us that now we have 
passed from an economy of scarcity to 
an economy of abundance. In simplest 
terms that means that for the first time 
in human history we are actually able 
to grow more food and produce more 
goods than people require for the basic 
necessities of life. 

In an economy of scarcity, poverty, 
ignorance, disease and war were in- 
evitable. But they are not inevitable, at 
least in the same degree, in an economy 
of abundance. 

This means that the role of the church 
and the message of religion must change. 
It is the same gospel with a different 
emphasis. In an economy of scarcity 
(when there was not enough food and 
not enough goods to satisfy men’s needs) 
it was natural for churchmen to stress 
resignation on the part of the poor and 
charity on the part of the rich. It is 
not surprising that many pictured life 
as a dreary pilgrimage and _ promised 
men ‘pie in the sky by and by.” 

There will always be need for resigna- 
tion and perhaps for charity. The 
church will always need to remind men 
that life is a pilgrimage and that we 
must look forward to a city whose maker 
and builder is God. But in an economy 
of abundance there should be a different 
emphasis. Not charity but justice. Not 
resignation but a crusade to obtain se- 
curity and economic opportunity for our- 
selves and others. 

This determination that all men shall 
have economic security and opportunity 
to share in the good things of life is not 
only good religion, but enlightened self- 
interest, or, as we might say, plain com- 
mon sense. 

Today we must choose, not only be- 
tween the good and evil, but also between 
the good and the better and the best. We 
must put first things first. What has the 
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highest priority in our lives? Jesus 
says: “Seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall 
be yours as well.” 


Ill. Let Your Love Abound in Knowl- 

edge, Phil. 1:9-11 

We will all agree that knowledge with- 
out love is insufficient. The labors of 
scientists are tremendously important. 
They have given us the material conven- 
iences which we think are essential to 
our happiness; they have destroyed in 
recent years some of the ancient and most 
deadly plagues of humanity; they have 
put into our hands the tools with which 
for the first time in history we are able 
to banish poverty and all of its attendant 
ills. 

But knowledge itself is morally neu- 
tral. It can be used to bless mankind or 
to curse; to build civilization or to de- 
stroy it. 

We will all agree that knowledge must 
be supplemented by love, if civilization 
is to endure. But we sometimes forget 
that the reverse is also true—that love 
must be directed by knowledge. This is 
the particular truth emphasized by Paul. 
“It is my prayer,” he writes, “that your 
love may abound more and more with 
knowledge and all discernment.” 

People generally need to be convinced 
that we cannot build a better world with- 
out better individuals; that knowledge 
without love is insufficient. We who are 
Christian need to recognize that it is not 
enough to wish men well, not enough to 
seek to do them good, that love, even 
Christian love, may be futile and even 
dangerous, if it is not love according to 
knowledge. 

Some do not love their neighbors «s 
themselves. They would except the Ne- 
groes, for example, or the Communists. 
But often the love that we do have is in- 
effective because it is misinformed and 
therefore misdirected. 

Our ignorance may be due to our iso- 
lation from the facts of life, or to our 
indolence, or to our preoccupation with 
other matters. It may be due to our deep 
ingrained prejudices. We believe what 
we want to believe often because it is 
much easier to accept partial statements 
and even complete untruths which con- 
firm our prejudices and justify our inac- 
tion than it is patiently to examine and 
accept facts which jolt us out of our 
comfortable ways of thinking or our more 
comfortable ways of living. Our igno- 
rance may be due to the difficulty and 
complexity of the problems that confronts 
us. No prophet has yet arisen who is 
able to tell us how to solve the race prob- 
lem in the South or the problems between 
capital and labor, or the problems of war 
and peace. We must make our way 
through an uncharted sea, choosing be- 
tween a multitude of guides, distinguish- 
ing as best we can between fact and fancy, 


mendacity and veracity, partial truth 
and partial error. 

But the difficulties in the way must not 
deter us from the quest. If we are to 
play our part in the making of a better 
world we must have love or goodwill for 
all mankind. But we must also recognize 
the need for knowledge and discernment. 

That was Paul’s conviction as he wrote 
the little group of Christians in Philippi. 
They were a tiny minority in the midst 
of a city that was overwhelmingly pagan. 
But he was looking forward with con- 
fidence to the time when every knee 
should bow and every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus was Lord (Phil. 2:9-11). 
He wanted the Christians in Philippi to 
play their part in accomplishing this 
magnificent end, and so he lifted up his 
heart to God: “It is my prayer that your 
love may abound more and more with 
knowledge and all discernment.” 

If we are to choose the best this must 
be our prayer too. 


IV. Think About These Things 

“Whatever is true... honorable... 
just... pure... lovely . . . gracious, 
if there is any excellence, if there is any- 
thing worthy of praise, think about these 
things,” so Paul concludes his letter to 
the Philippians. 

It is not necessary to analyse each of 
these words. It is better to keep in mind 
the central idea. We are to set our 
thoughts on the good, the beautiful and 
the true in every realm. Paul does not 
mean that we are to think exclusively on 
these and never to face the ugly realities 
of life. He means that we are to think 
prevailingly, by choice, of those things 
which are best in life. 

As the Speakers’ Bible points out: 

“It is what a man thinks about that 
decides the kind of man he is and will be. 
As a simple matter of fact, a man soon 
rises or falls to the level of the things 
that he thinks about. The thoughts, feel- 
ings, interests which he allows to invade 
and occupy his mind and to hang about 
him like an atmosphere begin to eat into 
his life, into the very fibre of his moral 
character. Indeed we become what we 
habitually think about. In his remark- 
able Meditations, composed in moments 
snatched from the arduous labors of the 
camp, Marcus Aurelius has inscribed this 
sentence, ‘As are thy habitual thoughts 
so will be the character of thy mind, for 
the soul is dyed the color of its thought.’ ” 

Since this is true it might be well for 
us to compare the time we spend or such 
things as Bible, prayer and the church, 
as over against the time we spend on 
newspapers, novels, radio and movies, 
and whether we think habitually on the 
little, the mean, the trifles, and the an- 
noyances of life or upon the great triad 
mentioned above. 

If we are to grow toward the Highest 
we must choose the highest that life has 
to offer. 
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BOOK NOTES 


HIGHWAYS TO FAITH. Autobiographies 
of Protestant Christians. Edited by David 
Wesley Soper. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. 168 pp., $2.75. 

Highways to Faith is a collection of 
autobiographical sketches of men who 
found a faith which compels them to com- 
mit their lives to Jesus Christ. Some of 
them found it only after struggling with 
unbelief, assailed by doubts, living with 
unhappiness and unsatisfied desires. All 
of them found peace in the conviction 
that Jesus is the Way. 

The various stories have a variable 
appeal. Many of them appealed strongly 
to the reviewer and he expects that the 
one or two which failed to move him will 
appeal to others of different tempera- 
ment. As the editor says in his conclu- 
sion: 





“In this volume the obvious differences 
of class and race are erased: white and 
black are no longer white and black, but 
Christian; rich and poor are no longer 
rich and poor, but brothers, equals, allies, 
proud bearers of one name, co-laborers 
at one task, the task of completing the 
creation of our half-finished souls and our 
half-finished world, the task of being 
completed by divine Love; men of artis- 
tic temperament and men of mechanical 
skill are no longer artists and mechanics, 
but contributors in one Christ to one 
creative enterprise.” 

Only one of the contributors is a cler- 
gyman, the other twelve comprising suc- 
cessful businessmen, a football coach, 
students, and laboring men. 

Again and again there occurs the same 
theme in these stories: a life centered in 
self is unsatisfying, lacks meaning, and 
fails to provide happiness. When the 
authors find their individual ways to 
Christ, their lives begin to testify to his 
power in our world today. The lives of 
these believers become more fruitful, more 
satisfying, happier, and missionary. Each 
wants to share his Christ with others, a 
testimony to the outgoing love which fills 
their lives. 

This book should be helpful to many 
who are groping for a belief which will 
quicken their lives. It may well be that 
one who is dissatisfied with his under- 
standing of life and its problems will find 
here in the experience of others like him 
a signpost which will lead to the Truth. 

LEE G. Davy. 


Kingsport, Tenn. 


WITHIN THESE BORDERS. By John R. 
Scotford. Friendship Press, New York. $2. 

Spanish-speaking peoples within the 
borders of the U.S.A. are presented clear- 
ly and accurately by the author of this 
book. He deals (1) with those whose 
ancestors established themselves in the 
West before that section had become a 
part of the United States—theirs he de- 
clares to be the purest Spanish blood in 
our land; (2) those who have crossed 
over the Rio Grande from Mexico; (3) 
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those who have flown from Puerto Rico, 
arriving with full rights of citizenship; 
and (4) those who have come here from 
other countries of Latin America—rela- 
tively few in numbers but who exert con- 
siderable influence on our relations with 
the countries to the south of us. 

The book is replete with information 
on these four groups of Latin Americans; 
their background, how they reached this 
country, the many and varied problems 
they faced after arriving here, how they 
have been received by our own people 
and the results of the contacts made. Dr. 
Scotford rightly shows that they are a 
more resourceful people than many or- 
dinarily consider them. 





Special emphasis is directed toward 
the religious work being done among the 
Latin Americans within our borders by 
the Protestant denominations. The au- 
thor shows that Protestantism appeals to 
them because therein they find those 
close ties between God and man. The 
Presbyterian institutions and missions are 
shown to be serving effectively in an at- 
tempt to reach and teach these people. 

Anyone interested in missions will find 
this book helpful and the story is told 
interestingly, more so than is sometimes 
found in mission study books. 


J. G. WHITTEN. 


Navasota, Texas. 
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MENTION 


CHANGES 


James S. Albertson, pastor of the 
Bethesda, Md., church since 1940. will 
become superintendent of Sunnyside 
Presbyterian Home of the Synod of Vir- 
ginia Sept. 15. His first work will be 
traveling among the churches of the 
synod to raise funds for the new home 
to be built at Massanetta Springs. Plans 
call for its completion by the fall of 1955. 

James B. Reaves of Florence, S. C., is 
returning home from duty as a chaplain 
in Korea. He will be assigned to Fort 
Bragg, N. C. 

E. L. Strickland from Plain 
La, to Junction, Texas. ," 

Arthur M. Romig from Lima, Ohio, to 
1139 8th St., Portsmouth, Ohio. 

Walter. C. Easton, Jr., from Poncha- 
toula. La., to Box 528, Mexia, Texas. 

Vernon. S. Broyles, Jr., formerly execu- 
tive secretary of the Assembly's Board 
of Church Extension, has been installed 
as pastor of the North Avenue church, 
Atlanta, Ga., and his address is 607 
Peachtree St., N. E. 

Harold M. Parker, Jr., Buechel, Ky., 
has accepted a call to the Inskip church, 
Knoxville, Tenn. 

B. |. Anderson, formerly of Pontotoc. 
Miss., is now associate pastor of the 
Highland Heights church, Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Wil R. Johnson from Galveston, Texas, 
to 46 Woodland Drive, Hitchcock, Texas. 

James M. Kennedy, Herndon, Va., has 
accepted a call to the Falling Springs 
church, Glasgow, Va., effective Sept. 1. 
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MISSIONARIES 

The James A. McAlipines. after their 
furlough year in Sherman, Texas, sail 
from San Francisco July 24 to resume 
their work in Gifu, Japan. 

The Jon K. Crows returned from Brazil 
on furlough this month. Except for the 
next month (at Montreat) they will be 
at 1529 44th St., Birmingham 8, Ala. 

The John Barksdale family is return- 
ing from Japan this month for medical 
treatment for Mrs. Barksdale. 

Dr. and Mrs. Donald R. Dilworth and 
children are on furlough from their work 
in Tabacundo, Ecuador. They are at 116 
N. Mayflower, Hemet, Calif. 

Mrs. Allen W. Clapp and Mary are 
returning to their home in Atlanta, Ga., 
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about August 20, after three years in the 
Belgian Congo where Mrs. Clapp was 
matron of the Central School for mis- 
sionaries’ children. 

The Wm. R. Reilys will leave the 
Congo in early September to spend their 
furlough year at Furlough Home, 225 
Kennedy Court, Louisville 6, Ky.. after 
a visit in Tyler, Texas. 

The Douglas E. Charles family will 
return to Brazil August 26, sailing from 
New York, after their furlough year at 
Mission Court, Richmond, Va. 

The William L. Brandts from Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, to Caixa Postal 435, Recife. 
Pernambuco, Brazil. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Leila Anderson of New York, executive 
of the national student YWCA since 1948, 
will become assistant general secretary 
of the Nattonal Council of Churches 
August 15. In this position she will be 
the first woman to hold a top general 
administrative post in the Council. In 
her work she will be in charge of pro- 
gram with responsibility for coordinating 
the activities of the Council’s various 
units, 


RADIO-TV 

William H. Foster, Jr., Arlington. Va., 
will attend the International Radio-TV 
Workshop at Union Seminary, New York. 
in late July and early August. 


WEATHERHEAD 

Leslie D. Weatherhead, Methodist min- 
ister “on loan” to London’s City Temple 
(Congregationalist) since 1936, was 
named president of the Methodist Con- 
ference of Great Britain for 1955-56. He 
recently returned from a coast-to-coast 
tour of the U. S. A. where he collected 
more than $500,000 in contributions to- 
ward the rebuilding of City Temple, 
which was badly damaged in the war. 


DCEs 

Anna Bell Reese. 
become director of 
in the First 
Sept. 1. 

Martha Davenport, who was director 
of music in Raeford, N. C., is now di- 
rector of music and youth work in the 
Westminster church, Whiteville, N. C. 


PRINCETON INSTITUTE 

Attending the current Institute of The- 
ology at Princeton Seminary from the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., are: John 
A. Haley, Vidalia, Ga.; Wm. W. Hatcher, 
Bluefield, Va.; Fitzhugh M. Legerton, 
Oglethorpe University, Ga.; Carl S. Mil- 
ler, Rockingham. N. C.; F. Hubert Morris, 
Covington, Va.; D. P. McGeachy, Jr., 
Clearwater, Fla.; Claude Mcintosh, 
Columbia, S. C.; Robert F. Sloop, Lum- 
berton, N. C.; John Douglas Smith, 
Brevard, N. C.; Albert N. Wells, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Allison F. Williams, Atlanta. Ga. 
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